
 

Reading a Photograph 

Learn to read a photograph’s story by 

studying it’s parts: 

Characters’ expressions and actions 

Close-up (attention) vs. far away (setting)  

Bird’s eye view vs. ant’s eye view 

Relationships 

Props 

Ask questions to learn more (5W’s+H) 

Who is in the photo? 

What are they doing? 

Where are they? 

When is this taking place (season/time of day)? 

Why are they doing  this? 

How are they feeling? 

Remember to cite evidence from the photo 

(using the photo’s parts – listed above.) 

Knowing how to read the parts of a photo, 

helps you to understand the whole image. 

What is happening in this photo? 

What is the photographer’s message? 

What do I see that makes me think that? 

Look at these quality photos  from the 

Museum of Modern Art online to practice 

Visit http://www.moma.org/explore/collection/ 

Search the online photography collection by 

entering these names: 

Helen Levitt 

Dorothea Lange 

Lewis Hine 

Russell Lee 
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